What Can I Do with a Masters in
Public Policy?
Find a good-paying job? Yep. Explore different career options?
Certainly.
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How can I make a difference? I bet you’ve asked yourself that question more than
once. You may have thought it after watching a news report on something happening in
your community or country. Maybe it’s an issue that directly affects you or your friends
or family. Maybe it’s only a small problem now but growing, or maybe it’s a national or
global issue that you want to help address.
One way of helping to make a difference and shaping your narrative is by working in
public policy. And to achieve that goal, a Masters in Public Policy can help you to build
the foundational expertise and establish the necessary connections to succeed in a
fulfilling career in the public policy sector.

What are some careers in Public Policy?

Masters in Public Policy students learn imperative, foundational skills to thrive in the
workplace and explore the resources and opportunities necessary to put these skills into
practice. Of course, the learning content and the quality of your MPP degree varies
depending on the school you attend. Here at the Carsey School of Public Policy at the
University of New Hampshire, our Master in Public Policy program offers a combination
of analytical skills development and experiential training, thus giving our students the
necessary discipline to find real solutions to societal issues.
You can find public policy degree graduates working in the government, nonprofit, and
private sectors. Graduates of masters and bachelor's degree programs in public policy
and public policy analysis work in closely aligned career areas, like policy analyst or
policy advising, and in related fields, including community relations management,
communications and marketing specialists, and program analysis.
"As a law clerk, I help manage a caseload of civil lawsuits, such as personal injury and
medical malpractice, as well as federal criminal defense cases,” describes Carsey
MPP student Ellie Masson. “Being such a small office, I have had the opportunity to be
a part of each of these cases from beginning to end of the legal process
And it’s a growing industry with lots of in-demand career options. In fact, the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts careers in public policy and public policy-adjacent,
like public relations specialist and market research analyst, will continue growing over
the next decade by as much as 18 percent, adding tens of thousands of jobs in these
areas.
Zippia The Career Expert identifies dozens of career paths for public policy analysis
degree graduates. Some of these long-term career options include: External Relations
Director, Publications Manager, Education Program Manager, Legislative Director, and
Special Projects Manager.

Source: Zippia.com

What skills will a Masters in Public Policy provide
me with?
The Masters in Public Policy is one of the more flexible graduate degrees that you can
earn. With a Master's in Public Policy, focusing on multiple disciplines no longer feels
like a burden – there’s opportunity to explore many specialty areas while building a
diverse skills foundation.
Earning a Master's in Public Policy offers an excellent opportunity for diversifying your
skill sets and making you more marketable to employers from many different industries
and careers. According to the 2017-18 Annual Data Report from the Network of Schools
of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), 49 percent of graduates from
public policy degree programs and similar public service programs work in government
jobs. Some 23 percent work for nonprofits and 17 percent for private sector
organizations.
The graph below shows the NASPAA Data Center’s insight on salary three years after
completion of education. The data comes from NASPAA’s 2015-18 Alumni Survey.

While enrolled in the Master in Public Policy program at the Carsey School,
graduate Justin Klingler ‘19G spent nine weeks interning with the Community
Development Finance Authority, which allowed him to directly connect classroom
lessons to real-world application. During that internship, he investigated barriers to
energy-saving capital improvement projects.
"I saw negotiation tactics that I studied in class play out at meetings, researched
stakeholders involved with a particular policy and researched various policies at the
state and local level designed to increase energy efficiency and renewable energy,”
described Klingler.
Steve Ressler, founder of the GovLoop.com government networking online
community, posted that he has hired Masters in Public Policy graduates while working
at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and at GovLoop.com. Skills he typically
looks for in new hires, and skills that he finds most MPP graduates possess, include:
•
•
•
•

Broad understanding of government and how it works.
Passion for serving in the public sector.
Critical thinking, reading, writing, and presentation skills, and the capacity
to learn.
Technology know-how ranging from data analytics to social media
management.

So, are you ready to start creating real change in the world? Earning a Masters in
Public Policy will supply you with the imperative skill sets and versatile career options
you need to succeed in the real world. Embrace this flexible and career-ready degree –
which offers pathways to multiple different industries and jobs – while also increasing
your salary potential and marketability. Plus, there has never been a more critical time
for skilled critical thinkers working for local and national government agencies and
nonprofits than now. The future looks bright for the world of public policy graduates –
will you embrace it?
•

Visit our program webpage to learn more about the Master in Public Policy
program at the Carsey School of Public Policy.

•

Or Contact the Admissions Team at the Carsey School today!

Tags:
master in public policy
masters degree
academic programs
CONTACT US
Carsey School of Public Policy
Huddleston Hall
73 Main Street
Durham, NH 03824
P: 603-862-2821
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